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Education

2000 - 2005	Birkbeck College, University of London
PhD History of Art. ‘Collecting Classics: the acquisition and reception of classical antiquities in museums in England from 1830 – 1890’. 
Supervised by Prof. Annie Coombes. Submitted September 2004.
Examined by Prof. Mary Beard and Prof. David Bindman January 2005.
2003-4 Fulltime funding awarded by AHRB.
1997 - 1999		Goldsmiths College, University of London.
MA Contemporary Approaches to English Literature. 
Dissertation: ‘Athens as a heterotopia: the ancient city in modern museums’
1994 - 1997	University of Birmingham. Joint Hons. BA English Lit / Greek & Roman Studies 2:1. 

Employment History

2022 - Present	Creative Producer, The Portico Library, Manchester 
· Devise, oversee and deliver an innovative public programme – exhibitions and events – around themes from the historic book collection and building.
· Manage and report on multiple budgets and income streams
· Write and contribute to grant applications 
· Develop and sustain partnerships with internal and external organisations to develop new audiences and build on existing ones
· Work on engaging wider public audiences with research and knowledge transfer
· Commission and manage creative practitioners
· Lead the application for and successful completion of a NHLF funded project People, Purpose Place in historic Books: recruit staff, critical friends, oversee a programme of exhibitions, events, school activity and resources, plus three documentary films.
· Manage the Activity Plan for a NHLF funded Capital Project Grant

2006-Present		Freelance Writer, Lecturer, Consultant and Producer
· Resident Expert / Advisor on Alex Andreou’s Podyssey (Podcast on the legacies of Ancient Greece)
· 2024-25: Writer and Curator on ACE funded Developing Your Creative Practice Project Artist in the House in which devising creative non-fiction and a display on the life and work of the Artist Ann Mary Severn Newton (1832-66)
· 2023-25: Writer, ‘Toolkit for Going Freelance with a Humanities PhD’. RESHAPED. School of Advanced Study, University of London.  
· 2023-24: Public Engagement Consultant and Producer for the Beyond Notability. Re-evaluating Women’s Work in Archaeology, History and Heritage in Britain 1870-1950 (AHRC funded), School of Advanced Studies, University of London.
· Written learning resources and articles for a range of employers, including the BBC Archives, Spitalfields Huguenot Society and The Lancet.

2017 - 2022 	Learning and Outreach Officer, LSE Library, London School of Economics

2007 - 	2017	Audience Development Officer, Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology, UCL

2004 - 2006	Learning Services Manager, National Portrait Gallery

Professional affiliations

Fellow of the Royal Historical Society,Museums Association Member, Hellenic Society Member



Books
Forthcoming (eta February 2027), co-editor with Lucia Patrizio Gunning and Thomas Kiely, Charles Thomas Newton Beyond Archaeology: Networks of Collecting Greek and Roman Antiquities, London: UCL Press
2013 The Archaeology of Race. The Eugenic Ideas of Francis Galton and Flinders Petrie, London: Bloomsbury
2008 From the Harpy Tomb to the Wonders of Ephesus. British Archaeologists in the Ottoman Empire 1840-1880, London: Duckworth

Selected Peer Reviewed Articles and Chapters
· 2026: With Inderbir Bhullar, Marius Turda; Public Engagement with Eugenics in the Academy Exhibitions and Events across Higher Education Institutions. Notes Rec R Soc Lond 2026; 20250052. https://doi.org/10.1098/rsnr.2025.0052
· 2025 Challis, D. ‘Housing the Mausoleum: British Travellers and Excavation in Bodrum, c. 1760–1870. In G. Crouzet & E. Miller (Ed.). Finding Antiquity, Making the Modern Middle East: Archaeology, Empires, Nations (pp. 17–31). London: Bloomsbury Academic. Retrieved May 24, 2025, from http://dx.doi.org/10.5040/9781350458727.ch-001
· 2023: Co-author with Lucia Patricia Gunning, ‘Planned Plunder, The British Museum and the 1868 Maqdala Expedition’, The Historical Journal, https://www.doi.org/10.1017/S0018246X2200036X 
· The Ghosts of Mary Ann Severn Newton: grief, an imagined life and (auto)biography’, Gabriel Moshenska and Claire Lewis (eds), Life Writing in the History of Archaeology: Critical Approaches, London: UCL Press. 
· Patrizio Gunning, L., & Challis, D. (2022). The Plunder of Maqdala: Ethical Concerns Around Belongings and Ancestral Remains in Museums. Museum International, 74(3–4), 60–71. https://doi.org/10.1080/13500775.2022.2234192 
· 2021: ‘Back to Back: Babies, Bodies, Boxes’ in Carruthers, W. 2021. Special Issue: Inequality and Race in the Histories of Archaeology. Bulletin of the History of Archaeology, X(X): X, pp. 1–19. DOI: https://doi.org/10.5334/bha-660 
· Co-author with Subhadra Das, ‘Information and Eugenics: Francis Galton’, ed. Chris Meyns, Information and History of Philosophy, Routledge.
· 2019, ‘Seeing Race in Biblical Egypt: Edwin Longsden Long’s Anno Domini (1883) and A. H. Sayce’s The Races of the Old Testament (1891)’, Papers from the Institute of Archaeology 28(1). doi: https://doi.org/10.14324/111.444.2041-9015.1128
· 2016 ‘Skull Triangles: Flinders Petrie, Race Theory and Biometrics’. Bulletin of the History of Archaeology. 26 (1), p.Art. 5. DOI: http://doi.org/10.5334/bha-556 
· 2015, 'Queering Display: LGBT History and the Ancient World', Rebecca Langlands and Kate Fischer (eds). Sex, Knowledge, and Receptions of the Past, Oxford: Oxford University Press.
· 2014, 'What's in a Face? Mummy Portrait Panels and Identity in Museum Display', William Carruthers (ed.) Histories of Egyptology: Interdisciplinary Measures, Routledge, Taylor and Francis. 
· 2013: Co-author with Sara Perry (2013) 'Flinders Petrie and the Curation of Heads', Interdisciplinary Science Reviews, Vol. 38, No. 3, September 2013: 275-289.
· 'Creating Typecasts: exhibiting eugenic ideas from the past today', Journal of Museum Management and Curatorship, Vol. 28, No. 1: 15-33.
· 2012 'Creating Voices: Ancient to Modern at the Petrie Museum', Journal of Conservation and Museum Studies, Vol. 10, No. 1: 35-38.
· 2010 ‘The Ablest Race: Ancient Greek Art and Victorian Racial Theory’, Mark Bradley (ed.) Classics & Imperialism in the British Empire, Oxford University Press: 94-120

Selected Non-Peer Reviewed Articles
· 2021 With Daniel Payne, ‘Giving Peace a Chance: Archives engagement at LSE Library’, Andrew H. W. Smith (ed.), Paper Trails. The social life of archives and collections, UCL Press
· 2020 ‘Autonomy In and Through the Body’, Chapter for Exhibition Catalogue Unfinished Business. The Fight for Women’s Rights, British Library
· 2015 ‘Introduction’, co-authored with Dr. Alice Stephenson, Petrie Museum of Archaeology: Characters & Collections, London: UCL Press, 11-23 and several catalogue entries. 
· 2014 'The “Speculative Phase” of Archaeology', Claire Smith (Editor in Chief) Encyclopedia of Global Archaeology, Springer Science and Business Media, 6980-6990. 
· 2012 'Fashioning Archaeology into Art: Greek Sculpture, Dress Reform and Health in the 1880s', Journal of Literature and Science, Volume 5 No. 1, 53-69.
· 2009 ‘Charles Newton and the British Museum: Articulating a Science of Ancient Art in the Nineteenth Century’, Carol Adlam & Juliet Simpson (eds.), Critical Exchange. Art Criticism of the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries, Peter Lang: 153-166.
· '“The duty of truth”: the friendship and influence between John Ruskin and Charles Newton', Ruskin Review and Bulletin, April / May 2009, Ruskin Centre, Lancaster: 5-15.
· 2008 ‘Modern to Ancient: Greece at the Great Exhibition and the Crystal Palace’, Peter H. Hoffenberg and Jeffrey Auerbach (eds.), Great Britain, the British Empire and the World at the Great Exhibition, Ashgate: 173-190.
· 2006 ‘The Parthenon Sculptures: Emblems of British National Identity’, British Art Journal VII.1: 33-39.

Selected Public Talks and Podcasts
· Alex Andreou’s Podyssey – Series 1 2025 and Series 2 2026
· ‘The Body – Discussion between Gaby Edlin and Debbie Challis on Menstruation and Reproductive Justice’, Unfinished Business: The Fight for Women’s Rights, The British Library, Online Video – March 2021: http://www.bl.uk/womens-rights/videos/body#
· What Does Eugenics Mean to Us? Episode 2: Curating Heads, UCL Sarah Redmond Centre Podcast 
· ‘Archaeology: The Fabulous Fact and Fantasy Behind Indiana Jones’, Pre-Talk Raiders of the Lost Ark, The Royal Albert Hall, 12 March 2016.
· ‘Story Translation and Archaeological Museums - changing environments, changing audiences’, Talk with Amanda Potter, Nine Worlds Geek Fest 2015, 9 August 2015.
· ‘Introduction to Egyptian Archaeology’, WorldCon 2014 / LonCon3 (World SF & Fantasy Convention), ExCel Centre.14-18 August 2014.
· Stand-up comedy for Bright Club UCL on Ancient Pots (2014), Treasure (October 2010) and Roman Food (May 2010).
· ‘Drapery on Classical Sculpture’, Public Talk, National Gallery London, June 2008.

Professional Training Delivered
· ‘Politics in the Archive – Workshop’, with Daniel Payne and Indy Bhullar, The Library Transforming: Research Libraries UK 2021 Online, 17 – 19 March 2021.
· Classical Receptions Studies Network Panel, 6th Annual Meeting of Postgraduates in the Reception of the Ancient World, University of Oxford, 12-13 Dec 2016.
· Course Director, Community Engagement in Museums, Heritage Without Borders / British Council / UCL, April - October 2014.
· Training session on Community Engagement, Communicating Ancient Greece and Rome, AHRC funded project, University of Oxford (session delivered at UCL), 17 January 2014.

Broadcast
· 31 January 2022, Radio 4 1922: the Birth of the Now, The Discovery of the Tomb of Tutankhamen and Egyptomania.
· 26 February 2017, Documentary: John Ruskin’s Eurythmic Girls, Radio 3: talking head and researcher on the influence of antiquity on dress reform in the nineteenth century.
· 21 November 2016, Interviewed about ‘Espionage and Archaeology in World War One’ project at the Petrie Museum, Today Programme, Radio 4
· 2012, Flinders Petrie. The Man Who Discovered Egypt, BBC Four: Talking Head.
· 2012, ‘The Curse of the Cybermen’s Tomb’, Talking Head on DVD Extra, Doctor Who: Tomb of the Cybermen.

Selected Conference Papers and Keynotes
· ‘Cos Play Victorian Style: Dress, Dances and Playing Antiquity’, Dressing Greek, Archive of Greek and Roman Drama in Performance, University of Oxford, 29 November 2025.
· ‘There is, thus, no Jewish Race’: Two Letters from Flinders Petrie’, Jewish Antiquities Workshop, 18-19 June 2025, Warburg Institute / Courtauld Institute London.
· ‘Stuffed Lions or Sculpted Lions? 1860 as a Year in Focus in display at the British Museum’, British Museum London, Displaying the British Museum: Past, Present, Future, 20-21 February 2025, British Museum London.
· (Re)Writing Travels and Discoveries in the Levant: Charles Thomas Newton, Ann Mary Severn Newton and Gertrude Jekyll’s journey in 1863, Jealous Laws: a conference on collecting, studying and managing antiquities in the Ottoman Mediterranean during the long 19th Century, 17 May 2024, University of Durham
· ‘Zooming In and Out: Experiences of Public Programming at a HE archive / library in a Pandemic’, Invisible Reconstruction Conference, 1 September 2021, UCL, Ritsumeikan University (Japan), University of L’Aquila (Italy). 
· ‘Fading Rainbows: engaging school audiences during the pandemic’, Catalysts for change: transforming our practices, collections, and communities through times of crisis, DCDC 2021, Online, 28 June - 2 July 2021.
· With Lucia Patrizio Gunning, ‘From Materiality to Spirituality. Post-Colonial Ethical and Cultural Developments and the Future of Museums’, Heritage out of Control: Inheriting Waste, Spirits and Energies, Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity Online,  17-19 May 2021
· ‘Museum Fictions: Creating History through Objects and Display - Keynote’, Historical Fictions Research Network, Anglia Ruskin University, 27 February 2016.
· ‘Fitting aesthetics and the archaeology of race’, The Aesthetics and Ethics of Archaeology, University of Durham, 6-7 November 2014.
· ‘The Case of the Petrie Museum: Resurrecting Hammer’s Mummies in the 21st Century’, Cinema and Antiquity, University of Liverpool, 12-14 July 2011.

Exhibitions
· Curator, Holiday Sketches: Two Arists and an Archaeologist go on Holiday, 1863. Classical Library, Senate House, University of London, 15 January - 9 March & Portico Library Manchester May - August 2025.
· Co-Curator: What Does It Mean to be Human? Curating Heads at UCL,September 2017 - February 2018, Octagon Gallery, Wilkins Building, UCL.
· Project Manager, Croydon Airport Calling. Flying to the Thirties, community venues in Sutton and Croydon October 2015 – January 2016.
· Co-Curator, A Fusion of Worlds: Ancient Egypt, African Art and Identity in Modernist Britain, Petrie Museum, 2014: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/equianocentre/education/a-fusion-of-worlds
· Project Manager, The Lives of Stanley Halls: Theatricals, Community, Entertainment Community venues in South Norwood and Museum of Croydon, Dec 2013 – April 2014.
· Curator, Fit Bodies: Greek sculpture, athletics and power, UCL Cloisters and Petrie Museum, 1 June - 23 December 2012
· Curator, Typecast: Eugenics, Flinders Petrie and Francis Galton, Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology, UCL. 16 March - 20 December 2011
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